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Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design is Israel's national school of art. Established in 1906 by Jewish artist and sculptor Boris
Schatz, Bezalel is the oldest institution of higher education in Israel. The art created by Bezalel's students and professors in
the early 1900's is considered the stepping stone for Israeli visual arts in the 20th century. The academy is currently located at
the Mount Scopus campus of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem - with the exception of the Architecture faculty, located at
the historic Bezalel building in downtown Jerusalem. In 2009 it was announced that the academy will be relocated to a new
campus in the Russian Compound, as part of a wide municipal plan to revive Jerusalem's downtown. The new Bezalel campus
is planned by Tokyo-based award winning architectural firm SANAA.
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